
Additional Main Modifications in response to Inspectors Matter 4, question 1 

 

 

Mod Ref Part of Plan Proposed Revision 
 

Reason for change 

 Chapter 5: 
Strategic Policies 
 
Policy SP4 
Countryside Areas 

Amend Policy SP4 (4) (1) to read: 
 
 

4. The conversion of existing buildings will be permitted where it meets the 

requirements of the Core Development Management Policies and it is 

demonstrated that the following order of priority has been considered: 

 
1) Employment (use class B B1 (now part of class E(g)), B2 and B8) uses    

appropriate to the rural area;  
 

To ensure the 
policies refer to the 
latest corresponding 
use class and 
ensure the plan is 
positively prepared 
and effective. 

 

 

 Chapter 8: 
Economy 
 
Policy EP7 Local 
Convenience 
Stores 
 
 

Amend Policy EP7 (1) (a) to read: 
 

 

 

To ensure the 
policies refer to the 
latest corresponding 
use class and 
ensure the plan is 
positively prepared 
and effective. 

    

b) There are no available existing units in class A (now part of class E(a)(b)(c) and Sui 
Generis) use within reasonable walking distance, typically 500 metres of the proposal, 
which would be capable of accommodating the development and serving an area 
currently not being served;   



• Additional MM highlighted in grey 

• Partial Update (SDPR01) highlighted in yellow 

• Additional (minor) modification (EL3.007) highlighted in green. As appropriate, 
where an AM is also proposed to a policy/section where a MM also applies, the 
AM will be incorporated into the MM schedule.  

 

SP4 Countryside Areas 

1. The open and rural character of the countryside will be recognised for its intrinsic character 
and beauty.  Development which adversely impacts on the open and rural character of the 
countryside will not be permitted unless it is demonstrated that the harm to the open and 
rural character is necessary to achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh the harm.   

 
2. Within Countryside Areas as defined on the  adopted Policies Map planning permission will 

only be granted for new development that meets the requirements of the Core Development 
Management Policies and it is for the purposes of: 

 
a) Agriculture, forestry, mineral extraction or equine related activities, and the 

diversification of agricultural businesses in line with Policies EP8 (Rural Economy) and 
EP10 (Equestrian Development); 

b) Outdoor sport and leisure facilities where a countryside location is needed and justified 
and is in accordance with other Local Plan policies; 

c) Holiday accommodation in line with Policy EP9; 
d) Renewable Energy in line with Policy EP12; 
e) The provision of affordable housing in accordance with Policy HP4 (Rural Exceptions); 
f) The reuse or refurbishment of listed buildings or institutional buildings and associated 

buildings set within their own grounds; 
g) Agricultural, forestry or other rural based enterprise workers’ dwellings in accordance 

with policy HP7 (Rural Workers Accommodation); 
h) The expansion of business in rural areas in accordance with policy EP8 (Rural 

Economy). 
 
3. Unless material considerations indicate otherwise planning permission will be granted for 

operational development that is demonstrated as necessary for the continued operation of 
an educational establishment within countryside areas subject to the requirements of the 
Core Development Management Policies.  
 

4. The conversion of existing buildings will be permitted where it meets the requirements of 
the Core Development Management Policies and it is demonstrated that the following order 
of priority has been considered: 

 
1) Employment (use class B B1 (now part of class E(g)), B2 and B8) uses appropriate to 

the rural area;  
2) Tourism destination uses or other non-retail commercial use or retail to serve local 

needs in accordance with Policy EP7 (Local Convenience Stores); 
3) Live/work units; 
4) Tourism accommodation subject to Policy EP9 (Holiday Accommodation); 
5) Residential provided the development results in an enhancement to the immediate 

setting. 
 



and 
 
a) Where the proposal involves a use other than in 1) above, applicants will be expected 

to demonstrate that they have made every reasonable effort to secure a use higher in 
the order of priority including appropriate marketing in accordance with policy SP6 
(Viability); and 

b) The buildings are of a permanent and substantial construction and are capable of 
conversion without major or complete reconstruction; and 

c) The buildings are large enough for the proposed use without the need for an extension 
which would be out of scale with the host building or incompatible with the character of 
the area; and  

d) In the case of a building erected under the provisions of the General Permitted 
Development Order the Council must be satisfied that it was originally erected for 
genuine purposes.  

 
5. The conversion of an existing building which does not comply with the sustainability 

requirements of Policy SP2 will only be permitted where it is demonstrated that it will secure 
the long term future of a building significant for its heritage value, or would involve the 
subdivision for of an existing residential building for residential use. 
 

6. In order to maintain control over the future development of the site, in appropriate cases 
the Council will remove permitted development rights, and/or restrict conversions to the 
particular use applied for in the case of commercial conversions.  
 

7. Within the designated Coastal Change Management Area as shown on the adopted 

Policies Map planning permission will only be granted for development in association with 

the purposes listed below and provided the development meets the requirements of the 

Core Development Management Policies: 

 

a) Agriculture and fisheries; 
b) Coastal flood defences; 
c) Navigation; 
d) Informal recreation; 
e) Nature conservation; 
f) Off-shore energy developments; 
g) Small scale extensions to existing buildings.  

 

EP7 Local Convenience Stores 
 

1. Within defined settlement boundaries planning permission will be granted for convenience 
retail developments, which are not within existing defined centres or specifically allowed for 
by other policies, where all the following criteria are met:  

 
a) The proposal caters for local needs only and individual units do not exceed a maximum 

of 280 sq.m net sales area;  
b) There are no available existing units in class A (now part of class E(a)(b)(c) and Sui 

Generis) use within reasonable walking distance, typically 500 metres of the proposal, 
which would be capable of accommodating the development and serving an area 
currently not being served;  

c) Either the development is within, or immediately adjacent to, an existing group of local 
shops, or there are no other shopping facilities providing for local need within a 
reasonable walking distance (typically 500 metres) of the proposal. 

 


